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About the North Fork Fac]c”ing TiPs
St. | ucie River:

In the 1880s, the River was freshwater and flowed

North For‘(

0 Be aware of water levels, currents and weather
conditions. Take caution in summer when

into the Indian River Lagoon. The headwaters are found . . .

at Ten and Five Creeks?which converge and travel thunderstorms are frequent; try to take shelter in St Lu cle R|Ver

south. Historically, the original headwaters originated advance of bad Weather.l , ,

many miles up Ten Mile Creek, and during high water, o Wear a Personal Floatation Device (PFD). Florida F C] d l , M

were actually connected to the St. Johns River. law requires a Coast Guard approved, readily a mn g a P
accessible and wearable PFD with whistle for

In 1892, the St. Lucie inlet was dug, giving the River each occupant. PFDs must be worn by all

direct access to the Atlantic Ocean, changing the river to occupants under age 6.

an estuary. 0 Bring plenty of food and water. Drinks should be
in non-breakable containers and food and gear in

In 1905, the FL State Legislature created the Board watertight containers. At least 1/2 gallon of water

of Drainage Commissioners to help deal with flood- per person is recommended for day tnps

ing issues. The River was channelized, and spoil from o Wear sunscreen, protective clothing and footwear

the dredging was piled on the banks, thus altering the

floodplain. The Everglades Drainage District constructed
the St. Lucie Canal (C44), which drains Lake Okeecho-
bee, from 1916 to 1928. The canals created to drain the

and a hat. Try to minimize the risk of sun
exposure and dehydration by drinking water be-
fore getting thirsty, and regularly throughout the

land into the River have dramatically altered the original day. Apply sunscreen liberally and reapply as
watershed. necessary, even on cloudy days.
¢ Paddle in a group or with a buddy if possible. If
In 1972, part of the North Fork (M/ﬁ paddling solo, file a float plan by letting someone
(south of Midway Rd to the 2 i § know where you’re going and when you'll be
Estuary) was designated as an returning.
Aquatic Preserve and Outstanding Waterway o Watch for motorboats. Stay to the right and turn
because of its high biological value. Supporting temper- the bow into the wake. Respect anglers.
ate and subtropical aquatic species, it is important to o In case of emergency, dial 911.
many species of fish such as snook, snapper and the
opossum pipefish that require both fresh and estuarine
water to complete their life cycles. L eave N o Tra ce E_thi cs
Today, efforts have been underway to restore part of the 0 Don't litter or pollute the water with trash or other
River back to its natural and historic course and wastes (try to pick up trash when you see it).
vegetative communities. Practices to store and filter 0 Be respectful of wildlife. Do not approach, harass Produced and Published by
stormwater runoff before it reaches the Estuary and or attempt to feed animals. St. Lucie County
Indian River Lagoon have also been enacted. With o Do not access private land without permission. Environmental Resources Department
proper stewardship, residents and visitors alike can help o Be considerate of other visitors. ZEtOOPYlfglnl:LAgfgnsUlze
to preserve this area’s greatest natural treasure. o Leave what you find. - 7;’;”_‘;’22_2525

www.stlucieco.gov/erd
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i Manatees are
Izl often found in the
historic, shal-
Access to the down- IZI lower reaches of
stream side of Ten Mile the River all the
Creek is possible at this 7 way up to White City Park and
DOT right of way (on the occupy both fresh and brackish
east side of the Gordy waters. Please exercise care
The Ten Mile Creek Road water control around these gentle giants and
Water Preserve Area structure). give them the right of way.
(WPA) was built as part .
ofthe Comprehensive Midway Rd. et ]
Everglades Restoration
Plan (CERP) to improve
water quality to down- 8
stream waters.  This area, difficult to
access via motorboat, makes for easy, ~
peaceful paddling and provides for some ;‘
excellent birding. x
®
[
— 9 3
10
12 This area is the northern
— 1 extent of mangroves in
the River. Mangrove
roots provide shoreline
2 T‘-q stabilization as well as
g = | 13 refugia for small fish and |
L — | .
Py £ invertebrates.
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& £ —
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’ * 1 H
Halpatiokee |
- 14 means \"
“alligator water” in the
Q Seminole language and is
Prima Vista Blvd. :_hueci’:sé‘i’\:ﬁ”ame of the St.
3 Part of the James Bond movie, “Moonraker”
AW was filmed along this stretch of the St. Lucie
A\Q River for part of the Amazonian boat chase
N scene.
w E .
§
l | .
| _ |
1.5 Miles
- St. Lucie County
The only Wood Stork /
- State of FL rLookery Ialong t,hﬁ st.
ucie is located here
(80°19'37.4%; Port St. Lucie Blvd. Utsetc;xutfi?;: a:gng this
: : 27°15'46.5"). This bird breeds from stretch of the River,
Clty of Port St. Lucie March-July and is a state and federally commonly referred to
listed endangered species. This rookery as ‘the narrows’, as
: is also shared with other bird species the speed limit for
Conservation Easements such as herons, egrets and anhingas. motorboats is 30 mph.
1 Sites with amenities ;
* Canoe/kayak access point
17 : : = :.. :- :-
# Site Name Canoe Canoe | Canoe Slip Picnic Nature |Interpretive |Restrooms| Camping | Parking Status Comments GPS Coordinates
Launch Dock Tables Trail Trail
1 [Ten Mile Creek Natural Area X X X Open  [Parking limited to 4 cars 2(7)0 52352233%\/,\\‘/
. o . ) 80° 23'52.17" W,
2 [Spillway Planned X X Open  |Parking limited/Fishing Available 27° 24'09.55" N
80° 22'57.06" W,
3 |George Lestrange X Planned Planned X X Open  |Lake (Catch & Release) 27° 23'37.72" N
4 North Fork SLR Parcel of Savannas X X X Open 80: 21:40.40: W,
Preserve State Park P 27° 2403.07" N
80°23'29.22" W,
5 |Sweetwater Hammock X X X X Open 27° 20'49.81" N
. 80° 20'44.66" W;
6 [Platt's Creek Planned Planned Planned 2010  [Restoration area 27°93'33.72" N
80° 20°36.26" W;
7 |[Strazulla Planned Planned Planned 2010  |Canoe access only 27°2312.04" N
80° 20'39.80" W;
8 [White City Park X X X X Open  [Boat Launch; playground 27°2217.20° N
80° 20'44.60" W;
9 |Captain Hammond's Hammock X X X Open  [Canoe access only 27° 21'44.00° N
80° 20°36.10" W;
10 |Goat Island X Planned Planned Planned 2009  |Canoe access only 27° 2120.10" N
. 80° 20°38.80" W;
11 |Citrus Hammock X X Planned Planned Open  |Canoe access only 27° 91'09.70" N
) 80° 20'48.20" W;
12 |Oxbow Eco-Center X X X X X Open  [Nature Center; gift store 27°91°09.00" N
. . 80° 20°35.80" W;
13 |River Place City Park X X X X X Open 27° 20'52.40" N
. . N 80° 19'57.80" W;
14 |River Park Marina X X X X Open  (Boat Launch; fishing piers 27°19'23.80" N
80° 18'52.10" W;
15 [Halpatiokee X X X Open 27°1819.60" N
80°19'12.20" W;
16 |Veteran's Memorial/Rivergate Park X X X X X Open  (Boat Launch 27°16'31.20° N
80° 19'52.50" W;
17 |Spruce Bluff Planned X X X X Open  [Historical interest; see back 27° 15'36.90" N ’




